BOARD OF EDUCATION

FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

FAIRFIELD, CT

Standing Committee Meeting

Curriculum, Policy and Special Programs
Wednesday, January 6, 2010
Education Center

501 Kings Highway East

Superintendent’s Conference Room

8:00 a.m.
MINUTES
I. Call to Order  - 8:00 AM – Board members present – Stacey Zahn, Paul Fattibene.  Central Office Administrators: Gary Rosato, Andrea Leonardi.  Curriculum Leaders:  Jeff Burt, Michelle Flashman.  
II. Review of Policies:  Subcommittee discussed SDOE Circular Letter C-10 which allows local boards of education to grant up to 4 credits for students who take world language from an outside source and pass an approved test.  Subcommittee considered implications of a change in current policy and felt that no change was warranted at this time.
III. Curriculum Update:  

a. Subcommittee reviewed proposed changes to the Middle School Family and Consumer Science Curriculum.  All documents were sent to the full BOE prior to today’s meeting and no further questions were submitted by BOE members.  Subcommittee supports sending the curriculum to the full BOE at the February 9, 2010 meeting.
b. Subcommittee discussed proposed changes to the US History Curriculum.  No further questions were submitted by BOE members.  Subcommittee supports sending the curriculum to the full BOE at the January 12, 2010 meeting.

IV. Open Discussion 

a. Subcommittee discussed the rigor of the Kindergarten Curriculum.  The FPS curriculum is based on state standards and district feels that the curriculum is designed to provide appropriate learning opportunities to young children.
b. Discussion of upcoming Freshman Forum to be held at each high school in March of 2010.  Positive approaches to encourage maximum attendance by students and parents are being developed.  Program will be voluntary.
c. Discussion of January 6, 2010 Parent Forum to discuss Middle School Language Arts program.  Dr. Rosato shared the intent of the presentation and the need to address parent concerns.  Both a presentation and a Q&A session will be held.  

V. Adjournment – 9:01  AM
VI. Next meeting to be held on January 20, 2010 at 8:00 AM in the Superintendent’s Conference room.  Agenda to include review of policy regarding Superintendant appointing staff (#4121)
