Request for Funding
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act — ARRA

Identified Need (must attach any and all data used to determine need): __ Students that
are struggling with reading often know and understand their plight. As children mature,
they also understand that their “just right books” are below the level of others in their
class. This issue is compounded when students are engaged in a non-fiction study in .
science or social studies or in various reading genres. Research shows that children need
to be instructed in text that is at an appropriate level. Research also shows that children
are acutely aware of their short comings which can affect their self esteem and creates a
less than favorable experience in school. This applies to children with learning
disabilities and dvslexia, and those that are not reading on grade level or are struggling
for any reason.

Proposal (must include any and all costs): _The purchase of eleven (11) genre workshop
sets. in levels J/K — N/P includes 264 leveled texts (6 copies each of 44 titles). 22
teacher’s guides (1 per title pair), 44 comprehension question cards (1 per set) and a
genre workshop professional development book. Each set costs $1,725.00 with a grand
total of 18.975.00 for eleven schools. (A quantity discount has not been applied by the
vendor, Benchmark Education) If this order is processed prior to July 2010, each set
ordered will receive an additional $300.00 in leveled reading materials that will enhance
the curreni guided reading collection at each school.

Measurable Goal (Must be a SMART goal: Specific, measurable, attainable, realistic,
and timely) and must be directly related to improved achievement for children with
disabilities:
The goals related to this request are:
e Toimprove the reading level of each student by one level (e.g. J to K)utilizing
these materials in a 6 week time line
¢ Toincrease comprehension of a given subject matter related to the text as
measured by the comprehension guestion cards (pre and post test)
e To support general and IEP reading goals and monitor progress utilizing running
records/probes
e Tomonitor and enhance student reading attitudes and outlpoks by removing
stigmatizing text, Monitor with reading surveys




What will be used to measure the impact of this initiative on achievement for children
with disabilities (please include the method for and frequency of progress monitoring):
Comprehension cards

Running records

Probes

Reading surveys

Submitted by:_Eileen Q. Roxbee on behalf of the elementary school principals

School: Burr, Dwight, Holland Hill, Jennings,
Mill Hill. North Stratfield, Osborn Hill, Riverfield, Sherman, Stratfield

Date: Qctober 29, 2009

Approved for funding under ARRA: More information Needed:

Approved for funding OTHER: Account #:

CQO Date:“fl]'))()ﬁ "

s

Request Denied:

Authorized by: \




‘Benchmark Education’Literacy Rescarch Study

I1I. BENCHMARK EDUCATION LITERACY RESEARCH STUDY

Tyler Independent School District, Tyler, Texas
November 2005 — April 2006
Conducted by Main Street Academix, Inc.
W.K. Preble, Ed. D.

Katherine Knowles, M.Ed.

Jobn Hinize, Ph.D.

NCLB—Scientifically Based Research

The NCLB Act states that all schools should be using instructional programs that have been proven
effective in the classroom by scientific research. To that end, Benchmark Education Company (BEC) took
part in a scientifically based research study, from November 2005 through April 2006, designed to meet ot
exceed the standards of the U.S. Department of Educations What Works Clearinghouse (WWC)*.

The Tyler (TX) ISD Research Study

The study was conducted in the Tyler, TX, ISD by an independent, university-based research company,
Main Street Academix, Inc., which designed the study, selected the experimental and control schools,
administered the pretests and posttests, and compiled the results. Benchmark Education saw Tyler as a
good site for the study due to the diverse demographic makeup of its student body. Three Tyler elementary
schools introduced Benchmark Fducation programs into their literacy programs, while three schools
demographically paired to the first schools used literacy programs from other publishers.

Benchmark Education Programs in the Study
The schools participating in the study used these BEC programs with on-site training;
* K-5 BookRoom leveled texts and comprehension cards
* Comprehension Strategy Posters with leveled texts
¢ Phonics Skill Bags
» Reader’s Theater for Fluency and Comprehension
¢ Fluency Kits for Independent Practice

» Spanish versions of the above, plus Big Boaks

* The WWC was established in 2002 by the U.S. Department of Education’s Institute of Education Sciences (IES) to provide
educators, policymalkers, researchers, and the public with a central and trusted source of scienrific evidence of what works in
education.

o Naticnal Literacy Research Summary ® 2006 Benchmark Education Company



“Benchmark Education Literacy Research Study

Assessment Measures

This rigorous independent study indicates that the Benchmark Education program has been proven
effective in helping students from Tyler, Texas, improve their Reading Comprehension, Reading Fluency,
and Total Reading as measured on the following standardized and Texas state tests:

» Stanford Reading First — Grades 1, 3

» Stanford Reading Assessment 10 — Grade §

¢ Reading-Curriculum Based measurement (R-CBM) — Fluency
» Aprenda™ 3 — Spanish

» Texas TAKS State Reading Test — Grade 3

© 2006 Benchmark Education Company National Literacy Research Summary o



‘Benchmark ‘Education Literacy

‘Research Study

RESULTS from Tyler, Texas, Research Study (English) — HIGHLIGHTS:

Grade 1

Average Total Reading Gains

12

Parcentile Average Gain
m

Grade 1 students in schools using Benchmark Education
programs gained 11 percentile points on their Total Reading scores

vs. only 5 percentile points gained by students in control schools
using other literacy programs.
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Grade 3

Average Total Reading Gains
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Percantile Averags Gain
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Grade 3 students in schools using Benchmark Fducation
programs gained 21 percentile poins on their Total Reading scores

vs. only 17 percentile points gained by students in control schools
using other literacy programs.
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Benchmark Educatrion Literacy Research Study.

Grade 3 Pass Rate
Texas TAKS State Reading Test

90% of Grade 3 ELL/ESL students in Tyler, TX, using Benchmark
Education literacy programs in 2006 passed the Texas TAKS state reading
test vs. only 72% in 2005 using other programs in the same schools.
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Average Reading Comprehension
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Grade 5 Students in Benchmark Education schools achieved 63rd percentile 64

scores at year’s end in Reading Comprehension vs. control school students
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who averaged only 54th percentile scores.
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“Benc

hmark Education Liferacy Rescarch-Study—

Percentila Average Gain

Results from Tyler, Texas, RESEARCH STUDY (Spanish) — Highlights:

Girade 1 Spanish
Average Total Reading Gains

24 Grade 1 Spanish-instruction students in Benchmark Education schools gained
24 percentile points on their Total Reading scores vs. only 12 percentile points
x gained by students in control schools using other literacy programs.
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Reading Comprehension Gains

16 Grade 3 Spanish-instruction students in Benchmark Education schools gained

16 percentile points on their Reading Comprehension scores vs. only 10

percentile points gained by students in control schools using other literacy

12 programs.
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Benchmark Education Literacy Research Study.

Grade 3 Pass Rate
Texas TAKS State Reading Test

90% of Grade 3 ELL/ESL students in Tyler, TX, using Benchmark a0
Education literacy programs in 2006 passed the Texas TAKS state reading

test vs. only 72% in 2005 using other literacy programs in the same schools. &
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Grade 5 Spanish
Average Reading Comprehension
Posttest Score

Grade 5 Spanish-instruction students in Benchmark Education schools achieved 5
74th percentile scores at year’s end in Reading Comprehension vs. control school
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COMPLETE GENRE WORKSHOP SET
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Genre Workshop Set for Levels }-K ﬁﬁ

|+ 264 Leveled Texts {6 copies each of 44 titles)
» 22 Teacher's Guidss (i per title pair}
» 44 Comprehension Question Cards (1 per title)

» Genre Worlshep Professional i
Development Baok SAVE

UH-Y03506 41065 $1725 s

* 132 Leveled Texts {6 copies each of 22 titles)
+ 11 Teacher’s Guides (1 per titie pair)
» 22 Comprehension Question Cards (1 per tltle}

» Genre Workshop Professional
Development Bock

UH-YD3508  $LOOF  $925 531:

individual 6-Packs

{see cade below each title)
+ 6 Leveled Texts

= Teacher’s Guide
« Comprehension Question Card $43

Genre Workshop Set for Levels N-P .

Single-Copy Set J-K| Single-Copy Set N-P
UH-Y03509  $149|UH-Y0351C  $149

= 132 Leveled Texts (6 copies each of 22 titles)o~ |
+ Tl Teacher's Guides {1 per title pair)
= 22 Cormnprehension Question Cards (1 per title)

» Genre Workshap Professional
Development Back
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Call 1-877-236-2465 o Fax 1-877-732-8273
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IMPORTANT:

To receive your FREE products,
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