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Questions   
• What is SBAC? 
• Who is being tested? 
• What is the schedule for testing? 
• What is a Computer Adaptive Test? 
• What does the SBAC test look like? 
• What are the access tools and accommodations available for 

students?  
• What are the similarities/differences between CMT and 

SBAC? 
• What are we doing to prepare students for SBAC? 



What is SBAC?  

• The Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium is one of two multistate 
consortia that has developed an assessment 
system based on the new Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS) 
 

• Three components: 
• Summative assessments – spring 2014 
• Interim assessments – spring/fall 2014 
• Formative tools – spring 2014 

 



A National Consortium of States 



When are Middle School Students 
Being Tested?  

• Grade 6 ELA and Math – April 7 – April 25 
• Grade 7 ELA and Math – April 28 and May 16 
• Grade 8 ELA and Math – March 18 – April 4 

 
• **Grade 8 Science CMT – March 18  



What is a Computer Adaptive Test? 
 

• Based on student responses the computer 
program adjusts the difficulty of questions 
through the assessment 

• Advantages:  
• Provides accurate measurements of student 

growth over time  
• Item difficulty is based on student response 
• Shorter test length 
• Turn around time is significantly reduced 

 
• CAT will start in spring 2015 



Response Type for SBAC 
• MC with one correct response 
• MC with multiple correct responses  
• Two part MC  
• Matching tables 
• Yes/No or true/false tables 
• Fill-in tables 
• Select or order test or graphics 
• Complex drag and drop 
• Graphing 
• Equation or numeric response 
• Short text 
• Long essay 



CMT v. SBAC  
Testing Times 

CMT SBAC 

ELA 4 hours 50 minutes 4 hours* 

Math 3 hours 30 minutes 3 hours* 

*includes 30 minute in-class performance task 

**Science CMT will remain 1 hour 15 minutes 



SBAC Field Test  
Schedule Sample 

Fairfield Woods:  8th Grade Sample Schedule 
TEAM  ELA 

Non-PT 
ELA 
PT 

Math 
Non-PT 

Math 
PT 

8C 3/27 3/19 4/1 
3/24 

 

8Q 3/28 3/21 
4/2 

 
3/25 

8R 3/31 3/21 
4/3 

 
3/26 



Accessibility Tools & Accommodations 



CMT & SBAC 
Similarities/Differences 

CMT SBAC 

Format Paper-and-pencil Computer adaptive 

Types of 
Questions 

Multiple choice, short answers 
and a writing prompt 

Selected response, short and 
extended constructed response, 
technology enhanced questions, 
and performance tasks  

Scoring MC -machine scored 
Writing – use a rubric 

Artificial intelligence  

Scoring 
Processing 
Time 

Sent to vendor 
Results to districts in July 

Available within days 
*starting in spring 2015 

Content Measured mastery of CT State 
Standards 

Measures mastery of CCSS 

Norming Norming based on CT students Norming based on 29 states 
involving 15 million students  



LANGUAGE ARTS 
CMT & SBAC 



CMT – Reading Comprehension 



SBAC Reading Comprehension Questions 



CMT – Editing and Revising 



SBAC – Editing and Revising 



CMT - Writing 



SBAC – Performance Task 



MATHEMATICS 
CMT & SBAC 



 



• Walter & Mike provide samples 
 

Sample CMT & SBAC Questions 



Word Problem  
Computation 

 

CMT Gr. 6 



Computation embedded in context 

SBAC Gr. 6 
 



Conceptual understanding 
 



Use reasoning skills 



Integrated  
Understanding CMT Gr. 6 



Math  
Performance Task 

SBAC Gr. 6 
 

 



Taking the Practice Test 
• http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/ 

 







Preparing for SBAC Field Test 

• Technology readiness  
• Staff familiar with various components of 

online testing  
• Students familiar with online tools  
• Continuing to implement our curriculum  

 




